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PRESS RELEASE 
  

             La Ciotat, May 22nd, 2018 
 

Ideol and STX team up  
to develop the next generation of offshore substations 

 
Ideol, the internationally recognized leader in floating offshore wind, and STX Europe Offshore 
Energy, the well-known EPCIM supplier of substations to the bottom-fixed offshore wind industry, 
announce the development of a breakthrough floating substation. This one will be compatible with 
both bottom-fixed and floating offshore wind farms.  
Their universal and modular solution is expected to impact the market of offshore substations and 
aims at being market-ready for France’s upcoming floating commercial tenders. 
 
Based on Ideol’s patented and shallow-draft Damping Pool® concept and designed to operate in the 
world most extreme environments, this universal floating substation is currently being designed and 
engineered with a target of maximum standardization and modularization that allow cost reduction. 
But this concept will remain flexible to satisfy client demands, local rules, standards, certification 
and/or specific certification requirements. 
 
Ideol and STX are combining their respective expertise to develop, build and install a floating substation 
for both bottom-fixed and floating offshore wind farms starting at depths of 30 meters.  
The market potential is huge, as 115 GW of new offshore capacity is expected to be installed across 
the globe by 2030. 
 
This project is part of OPTIFLOT, a R&D project which also involves ABB and SNEF.  

 
Paul de la Guérivière, Ideol’s CEO, has declared: « This project pushes the boundaries of the offshore 
wind market as offshore substations are a crucial component of a commercial array. This project allows 
us to add another string to our bow and demonstrates the wide range of potential applications our 
Damping Pool® technology can offer”.  
 
Frédéric Grizaud, STX Offshore Energy Business Unit Director, has declared: “We have the ambition to 
combine our experience of bottom-fixed offshore substations and floating units’ fabrication to deliver 
a strong and efficient solution. We believe in its competitiveness and in our contribution to lower LCOE 
that will make this new market a reality”. 
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Ideol, based in La Ciotat (France), was created in 2010 with the aim of developing 

both technically and economically viable floating foundation solutions for the 

offshore wind industry. Recipient of numerous innovation and entrepreneurship 

awards, the company benefits from the support of a large and prestigious panel of public and private 

investors. Its industry-changing and patented “Damping Pool”® design is compatible with all existing 

offshore wind turbines. Maximizing local content and optimizing the entire process from construction 

to installation, maintenance and decommissioning have been the company’s key priorities since day 

one. Its particularly cost-competitive solution allows for the development of projects without any 

water depth or soil constraints on sites benefiting from the best available wind resources. Benefiting 

from the experience and know-how of a fully integrated team of 60 experts and engineers coming 

from the offshore oil & gas and renewables industries, the company has recently installed its first full-

scale demonstrator (the FLOATGEN project, which is also France’s first offshore wind turbine) and its 

second full-scale demonstrator is scheduled for commissioning in mid-2018 in Japan. Ideol is also 

involved in the French Mediterranean’s first floating offshore wind farm (the EOLMED project) as well 

as several other floating projects across the world, positioning the company as a leader in this fast-

growing and accelerating market. 

 

 

 

The STX facilities at Saint-Nazaire have been active in the shipbuilding 

industry for more than 150 years, and have an extensive track record in 

the design, fabrication, commissioning and delivery of complex marine 

projects, such as passenger vessels, military vessels and Oil&Gas vessels. Its 110 hectare production 

site in Saint-Nazaire is one of the largest in Europe, and its one kilometer dry-dock is the biggest in 

Europe.  

STX Europe Offshore Energy. a dedicated Business Unit of STX France SA, have been active in the 

offshore wind sector for several years with its own resources focused on R&D projects, engineering, 

fabrication and EPCI contracts. A prototype offshore wind jacket was manufactured in 2011, and the 

electrical substation topside, jacket and piles for DONG Energy for the Westermost Rough Project 

have been delivered in 2014. Two full EPCI contract were signed in 2015 and 2016 for the substations 

of the Arkona wind farm in German Baltic Sea and of Rentel wind farm in Belgium. These projects 

includes foundations (1800 tons Jacket for Arkona and 1600 tons Monopile for Rentel) and Topside 

(4000 tons for Arkona and 1200 tons for Rentel).These two projects are under final offshore 

commissioning. 

http://www.floatgen.eu/
http://www.eolmed.fr/en/

